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of our houses is not all that it should be. It is clear that we should be
all the more cautious in matters where our shortcomings are only too
apparent.
[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 29-9-1906
469.   JOHANNESBURG LETTER
A WHIP
The huge meeting at the Empire Theatre is over. (The Theatre has
[since] been gutted by fire.)1 Three thousand men mustered together; they
applauded; evinced enthusiasm; it was all very impressive. But all this seems
to have vanished like a dream! All the men present in that theatre had
resolved that a deputation must be sent to England. They had declared that
there would be no difficulty in collecting the necessary funds. Your cor-
respondent, who had full faith in the people, had taken it for granted
that men speaking such words could raise six to seven thousand pounds
in a day. But I am sorry to have to say that Mr. Gulam Mahomed, the
Treasurer, has not yet received even a thousand pounds towards the fund
for sending a deputation and fighting the Asiatic Ordinance. Men who
have collected money are not willing to part with it on the pretext that
others are not doing so. A telegram from a certain place says that the
collection is yet to be made. News received from another says that remit-
tances would be made only after a certain Sheth has made his con-
tribution. A message from a third town says that they do not mean
to send anything because a certain community is not contributing. Thus,
for a variety of reasons, money is not forthcoming. No one can say that a
proper organization has not been set up for the management of the Fund.
A committee consisting of about 25 leaders of different communities has
been formed. Not a single cheque will be issued without the sanction of
the committee. Four persons have to sign a cheque, and it is obligatory
for the committee to publish detailed accounts every month. Thus, on
the one side, our hardships are unlimited; on the other, we have with
great care appointed a committee of management. What could be more
shameful in these circumstances than to be unable to raise the neces-
sary funds ? This is a testing time for every Indian; and if we are found
wanting, we shall suffer a heavy penalty. Not only shall we be reduced
to a sorry plight, but even our heirs shall taste the fruit of our sin. Not
only has the money not been collected, but even the membership of the
deputation has not been decided on.
MR. BHABHA'S CASE
An account has been given already of Mr. Bhabha's case up to the
stage where it was taken to the Supreme Court. As recommended by the
1 Round brackets are ours.